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No need to watch a summer
blockbuster to get a vicarious
adrenaline rush. We have a
hometown hero to cheer for.
Matt Vossler of Darien has
just finished organizing
his third annual Swim
Across America swim from
Greenwich to Stamford
(swimacrossamerica.org).
Although it started as a
grassroots nonprofit, Vossler
and his longtime friend and
Boston College roommate Jeff
Keith, of Fairfield, have turned
it into a national fundraising
phenomenon. “You can swim
under the Golden Gate Bridge in
San Francisco or with Olympians
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in Greenwich and Boston

Harbor," Vossler says.

In the past two years, this
event has raised more than
$400,000 for the Alliance
for Cancer Gene Therapy
(ACGT). ACGT was founded by
Greenwich residents Barbara and
Edward Netter. There is recent
optimism in the organization
that an affiliated doctor is doing
groundbreaking research on
gene therapy alternatives for
the treatment of brain tumors.
ACGT believes that cancer gene
therapy has great potential to
improve the quality of life of
cancer patients and, ultimately,
to realize a cure for cancer.

WINNERS’ CIRCLE

Look who's being recognized for
good deeds and nice work

RICHARD HOKIN of Darien has been a Family
Centers board member for twenty
years, He was recognized by the
Connecticut Council of Family
Service Agencies for his
outstanding commitment.
He has successfully ensured
the agency’s financial health

The 1020 Post Road building

by managing the endowment
fund and has worked on fundraising and board recruiting.
KATHY GlusTi of New Canaan (this magazine's December
2008 cover girl), the Multiple Myeloma Research foundation
Founder and CEQ, was awarded a 2009 Centennial Medal for
Distinguished Public Service at the 10oth Annual Meeting of
the American Association for Cancer Research,

CYNTHIA JOHNSON, director of the Roywaton Library, is the
recipient of the 2009 Wilbur Cross Award for Exemplary Public
Library Programming from the Connecticut Humanities
Council. She was one of five people recognized at Yale University.
SUSAN BOSTON and BETSY SUE SHANNON from New Canaan
each received the Appreciation Pin, a national recognition
award, for their work with the Girl Scouts. Susan is a tireless
cookie queen, and Betsy Sue is a treasurer extraordinaire.
MARK P. FINLAY, 8 New Canaan native and Southport architect,
worked with Baywater Properties, Frank Mercede & Sons and
the Town of Darien to earn this year's Connecticut Main Street
Center Awards of Excellence Property Owner of the Year
award for 1020 Post Road. The structure includes restaurants,
retailers, offices and affordable apartments.
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