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kiawah dream
For their Kiawah Island, South Carolina, residence, a couple dreamt of building a new 

house with old-world charm. They turned to Mark P. Finlay Architects, AIA, 
whose impressive design not only successfully incorporates the client’s U.K. heritage,  

but captures ocean views from every room as well. Photography by Durston Saylor

http://entramagazine.com
http://www.markfinlay.com
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K
iawah Island, near Charleston, South Carolina was 
first bought by a reformed wealthy pirate in 1675 
from the Indians who inhabited it. Subsequent own-
ers raised cattle and planted indigo and cotton, but  
by the mid 1800’s little was being grown there.  
C C Royal, a lumberman, purchased the island in 1951 
for $125,000 and sold it in 1974 for $18.2 million to  

a developer and its life as a world class resort began.
Architect Mark Finlay’s clients had been coming to Kiawah Island since 

the 1980’s and wanted to build their dream home there which would  
be a retreat for their family and friends. They wanted a house that would 
embrace the traditions of the Carolina low country while incorporating 
their own English, Irish and Scottish heritage. The house would be new 
but look old. What resulted was a magnificent three story residence that 
seems to rise out of the pristine Kaiwah Island landscape surrounded  
by views of the ocean. Leading up to the front porch “the curved  
Charleston stair paid homage to local architectural traditions while creat-
ing a graceful approach to the overarching design,” says Finlay. The first 
floor contains four guest bedrooms with baths and a common area. The 
second floor is dedicated to the main living areas and the third floor is 
the master suite. In addition, a guest house is located just outside which 
accommodates more visitors and has a gym and a movie theater. 

http://entramagazine.com
http://www.markfinlay.com




“Everything in this house is influenced by Irish culture.”
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“this is not a beach house, 
this is a home surrounded 
by the pristine unspoiled  
Kiawah Island.”

http://entramagazine.com
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A 
Savannah Grey Brick base and veneer wall contains 
a garage on the lower level providing the elevation 
required to be above flood level. Porches, terraces, 
and plantings were then added to blend this elevated 
base into the landscape. The mechanical equipment 
for the house was designed to fit within the roof also 
keeping it out of the flood zone and giving the own-

ers more outdoor space to enjoy. As the South Carolina climate can be 
very hot, the roof has deep overhangs which provide shade and privacy.

“Setting an 8,500-square-foot home and a 1,400-square-foot guest 
house into the landscape, while making it look like it was part of the land 
was another challenge”, Finlay says. But by using local natural materials 
and color, and by altering the landscape as little as possible, he was able 
to integrate the home naturally with the lush landscape and sand dunes 
which surround it while adhering to the strict Kiawah Island Regulations. 
“I am certain we created a beautiful new old house.”

http://entramagazine.com
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“We designed the roof with deep overhangs to provide shade.”

http://entramagazine.com
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