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A group of skilled and passionate innovators 
who plan, develop and re-envision buildings 
and homes for clientele across the globe.

architects



Architect Mark P. Finlay works from the inside out. 
He does not envision the building first; instead he 
puts himself inside it, looking out onto the hills, a 
cluster of trees or the beach in the distance. His 
process flows unconsciously, with inspiration strik-
ing sometimes at two a.m.

Whenever the ideas start percolating, he brings 
them to life on paper. “I still design everything, 
draw by hand. I imagine a space first and I imagine 
looking out of this building onto the landscape, and 
then I imagine the light on the landscape at differ-
ent times of day. Then I build from the inside,” says 
Finlay, who started his Southport, CT firm in 1984. 
He and his team specialize in high-end custom resi-
dences, trademark commercial buildings, historic 
restoration and golf clubhouse design, and pride 
themselves on working with clients over decades.

Once the indoors fit the surrounding landscape, he 
allows himself to mentally step to the outside of the 
building and he says, “figure out what it looks like.” 
What he has created from within sometimes surpris-
es him, “but most of the time it's a logical sequence, 
and that's why a lot of our buildings are very simple,” 
says Finlay. “To me, simple buildings are always the 
most beautiful. That's the whole beauty of the thing. 
It's like sculpture, that you live in.” It's occupied art."

His inside-out method lends itself to interior design, 
so it made sense to hire a team of interior designers 
to his already-established firm. “It's just a logical 
sequence because I really started there. That's an 
interesting continuity," says Finlay. 

Finlay grew up in Chicago in a home full of animals 
— raccoons, snakes and turtles. “I actually thought I 
wanted to be a veterinarian, but I realized that I ac-
tually had more fun making their cages,” says Finlay. 

“I used to draw pictures of the cages and all the stuff 
I needed, and then my dad would go the store and 
buy me all the chicken wire and the two-by-fours.”

By the time his family moved to Connecticut when 
he was 14, he was skilled enough to design their 
home in New Canaan. “I always kind of knew what I 
wanted to do. I just didn't know what it was called,” 
he says.

The greatest houses in the United States were built 
from 1900 to the 1920’s, he says. “You can move a 
contemporary lifestyle right into these houses, and 
it works because they're planned so well.”

He strives for the same longevity and classic plan-
ning in the homes he designs. “I design for a 50-year 
plan, and that's inside and outside,” he says. “We 
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iNSiDe-out DeSigN tHat groWS out 
oF tHe laNDSCaPe

by Katjusa Cisar

mark p. finlay  
architects, aia

The Art Barn
Frequent entertainers may recognize the 

feeling; the party is in full swing, or maybe it 

has settled down, but you are ready to duck 

off to sleep. What if you could walk out the 

backdoor and into a private sanctuary away 

from the revelers? that was the request of 

a client in Newport, ri. an avid collector of 

art, she asked mark P. Finlay to renovate the 

1905 english country house on her property, 

which Finlay dubbed the art barn. "it's her 

master bedroom suite and her art collection. 

She sleeps with her art," Finlay says. He 

worked with the City of Newport's His-

toric District Commission to transform the 

1,715-square-foot building while retaining 

its rustic character. the fresh taper-sawn 

red cedar roof complements the texture 

of the main home's slate roof. a ten-foot 

Zeluck window frames the interior and a 

view of a nearby marsh and lets in generous 

northern light. “it's like the inside and the 

outside just blend together," Finlay says. 

ArchitEcts

the art barn

completed: 2009

location: Newport, ri

the kiawah residence

completed: 2007

location: kiawah island, SC

markfinlay.com
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01
the master bedroom suite was 

also incorporated into the new 

building to transform the space 

into a guesthouse when needed.

02
the interior of the art barn 

displays the owner’s extensive 

asian and african art collection.

03
Pocket doors in the gallery 

provide unobstructed views of 

the marsh to the North and al-

low for natural light to flood into 

the space.
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really work with the natural elements of each piece 
of property — topography, trees, outcrops, all that 
stuff. That's the most important thing to me: how a 
building grows out of the property.”

Fitting home to landscape was a particular 
challenge for a 6,200-square-foot residence 
he built on Kiawah, a barrier island off the 
coast of South Carolina that is studded with 
regal 250-year-old southern live oak trees. He 
had to accommodate guidelines of the island's 
Architectural Review Board as well as Mother 

ArchitEcts

Nature's typically punishing marine environ-
ment — hot and moist — with flood elevation 
12 feet above ground.

Finlay built accordingly, with a heavily insulated 
copper roof and sturdy Tischler windows designed 
for waterfront scenarios. He mapped the location 
of tree roots on the property so the live oaks hug 
the home just so. “The way the house is nestled in 
is everything on this house, the way it nestles into 
the forest,” he says. “In sandy soil I can get closer 
to trees than I can in normal topsoil.”

04
under a great canopy of oak 

trees lies this kiawah island 

residence. the front of the 

house faces south with a de-

tached garage off to the right.

05
an arched opening frames the 

stair hall from the entry hall for 

a dramatic entrance.

06
the kitchen and breakfast area 

are gathering spaces in the 

house with incredible windows 

providing light and views out to 

the marsh. 

“To me, simple buildings are always the 
most beautiful. That's the whole beauty 
of the thing. It’s like sculpture, that you 
live in. It’s occupied art.”  
Mark P. Finlay, PrinciPal

04 05

06

Finlay's classic, landscape-melding approach still 
allows for fun trends. He recently designed a 
home with a 70-foot indoor shooting range, made 
by Action Target and outfitted with a customized 
ventilation system from Carey’s Heating and Air-
Conditioning that immediately filters out gun-
smoke and other airborne impurities. The range 

“had to be in a spot where you could never hear it, 
so I ended up putting it underneath the three-car 
garage in a remote part of the building,” he says. 

“We learned a lot. They're talking now about having 
shooting parties. It's pretty cool.”  
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