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SPOTLIGHT

Southport Park Redux

A LONG-AWAITED REDESIGN DELIVERS A GREEN OASIS WEDGED BETWEEN THE TRAIN TRACKS AND 1-85

rcharect Mark F:nln.!,' MCVER STOPS
].:-J.’l.j.'lrtg ~OF Wanting o From his
b office, he looks d:rcnl:]'r..' o 5-'::!:.I[|1|'h::|r[
Park, an 11-acre expanse of woodlands,
hulls and rumbled rocks char he rr:d-:'ﬁ;gl:rcﬂ. “Raghe
now, | can see people walking their dogs while
kads run over footbndges,” he says. "Eardier, [ saw 2
teacher lead her class on an exploranon.”

What was once a scru bh;..' F-.'lrl:-::l of land
wedged berween trun tracks and 1-95 has been
transtormed inro a public oasis. "When we starred
on this pmic'-::t three years .15-::1.' -'.:.‘IZ!ZIL'III'I'i- Ellen
Levinson, treasurer of Friends of Southpore Park,
it was rundown, not well marked and, ar besr, the
kind of place where kids gachered to drink beer
MNow, wildlife, birdlife, and E:I|.|11| life, all of which
15 natve 1o Connecnour, 15 Ilrmmhmg.'

th}r was hured l*-:.r the town's commattes 1n
charge of revitalizing the park o creare a place char
would become a new tocal poine wathin central
Sm:lfh}mr[. “Whar we all wanted o accomplish,”
he explans, is to make this land more useable for
adules, kads, dug;-. walkers, eve r:mnc'.'

Parc of Finlays plan mvolved ereating
destinanions within the park destnation iself
He constructed a 40-seat amphitheater our of
stone and sicuated i at che entrance, along with
small fore-hike dwellings, stone steps that undulase
from low-lying areas 1o higher elevanions, and
'-'.1u|1|.nH imthm]gch over a matural creck, A
viewing plarform allows kids—though Finlay says
he sees far more adules on it—the OPPOTURIY [0
watch passing trains.

To vraverse the park’s full cirewnr takes
approximarely 13 minures, though people spend
tar more tume 10 the enclave, This FCPICSenIs
at least the second incarnaton of 5m|[h]mrr
Park. Back in 1912, the then owner—a railroad
company—cleared the land of trees, bur concerned
Clli2Es i||1r|::|:d:|.1tr:|:l.' reacted h:.' J:t::_.':ng back the
parcel and replanuing it Only recenty, though,
has it assumed its present idenniry, the result of a
$400.000 fund-rais ng campaign.

“Mark was a grear asser for us,” says Levinson,

Groen Scene CLockwse FROM ToR] Al Southport Park, a new viewing platform allows visitors to watch passing ; ] -
trains, Signage clearly marks the trails. Small fort-like dwellings were built 8t various intervals, Black-ayed He, roo, saw iras a lincle gem juse waiting to be
Susans add a bright note, A creak can be crossed with new footbridges. For mone, go 1o southportpark.om. SIVEDN $OME ACLe noon.” —ryrd Maiell
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