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his historic 1912 Newport boathouse has been given a second life as the
ultimate waterfront entertaining pad. Saving the neglected 25- by 33-
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foot structure, which was a “wreck” when purchased, says architect

ship shape

Mark Finlay, required careful craftsmanship and clever design. Finlay, who
teamed with Kirby Perkins Construction on the project, called for moving
an old stone fireplace from one side of the boathouse to the other, opening
up Western views; the chimney was rebuilt as a precise replica of the original. He also relocated a staircase to the center of the building, encouraging

opposite: The approach to Aloha
Landing boathouse cuts through a sheer
rock cliff; a vintage postcard depicts
the original boathouse built for Arthur
Curtis James in the early 1900s. A new,
wide dock doubles as entertaining space
during parties and waterfront access
for the owner’s two boats. above and
right: All furnishings and even kitchen
cabinetry sit below the window line so
that nothing competes with the view.
The original stone fireplace was rebuilt
on the opposite side of the boathouse,
anchoring one of the seating areas.

the flow down to the dock and outdoor area, an extended living space.
The striking chestnut frame—a real focal point—had to be dismantled
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and cataloged, piece by piece. Nearly 75 percent of the wood was unus-
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able, so Finlay sourced antique chestnut to recreate the beams. He is quick
to credit the carpenters. “I can’t say enough about how important it is to
have great craftsmen,” he says. “We love working with them and they’re
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as passionate about it as we are.”
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For interior detailing, yacht designer Langan Design Partners was hired
to mimic the inside of a ship. “It’s an interesting contrast with the lacquered boat finish in this rustic turn-of-the-century frame,” says Finlay.
As on a yacht, kitchen appliances are set below the bar counter, so nothing interferes with the view. The entry leading to the boat house, known
as Aloha Landing, is an eight-foot-wide driveway across a sheer rock cliff
with minimal space for parking or even turning around, so a hydraulic
turntable was built into the Belgian block. But, of course, the best way to
arrive is by boat. –MKH
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