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The scene: This is a RegencyThe design of the house was
style home on Long Island Sound.
primarily driven by this balance
The exterior is white stucco with
of aesthetics. The wife spent time
a slate roof. The restrained façade
living in California, so the rear of
material accentuates the precision
the home is lined in large-scale
of the lines and the architectural
windows and many doorways for
details of the house. The clients
optimal indoor/outdoor living.
are a couple with European heriThe concept: The couple have
tage, and the Norwegian husband
multiple properties and use this
wanted a very minimal look while
a retreat.
The house is geared
maintaining
a
level
of
elegance.
interview with k athryn herman, as
d oyle
herman
design asso ciates

heavily toward entertaining,
with the first-floor layout
mainly comprising three open
spaces. The outdoor dining and
seating areas extend directly off
of these main indoor entertaining spaces for hosting parties
and groups of friends. The idea
behind the pool house was to
create a space that could be used
all year long and that would
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always feel engaged with the
outdoors. During the summer,
the doors open wide to create an
airy space, and in colder months,
the doors close, yet the volume
of windows still makes it feel like
you’re interacting with the
outdoors.
The details: The color palette

was selected to make the space
as bright as possible. The client

loved blues, and the hues played
really well with the sweeping
ocean views. The furnishings
were selected to seat as many
people as possible yet still allow
room for games. The space
needed to have the look and feel
of an indoor room but function for outdoor use, so we used
fade-, mildew- and stain-resistant fabrics. This means anyone
can sit on the furniture with

a wet bathing suit, yet it’s soft
enough for the comfort of
indoor furniture.

Design professionals:
Architect: Mark P. Finlay Architects,
Southport; 203-254-2388;
markfinlay.com

The impact: The type of doors

Interior designer: Mark P. Finlay

was definitely vital in fostering
that indoor/outdoor atmosphere.
The scale and volume of windows
were also key in giving the pool
house that open-air feel while still
offering the shelter of indoors.

Interiors, Southport; 203-254-2388;
markfinlayinteriors.com
Builder: Hobbs, Inc., New Canaan;
203-966-0726; hobbsinc.com
Landscape designer: Doyle Herman
Design Associates, Greenwich;
203-869-2900; dhda.com
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t’s no secret that our corner of the world has a ton to
offer in the way of family fun, great shopping, cool
outings and myriad of specialty services. So we got
to thinking that it’d be nice to go beyond just our town
borders in search of Gold Coast Treasures. (And wouldn’t
it be cute if we came up with 203 of them?) What you have
in your hands is the realization of that idea. With editors,
art directors and freelancers all bringing their Fairfield
County expertise to the table, it was a labor of love and,
fittingly, took a village. We hope you’ll hold onto this issue
and refer to it frequently for inspiration and guidance.
It runs the gamut—from fun and quirky to utilitarian and
practical. After all, isn’t that what makes for a good life?
JUL/AUG 2019
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HOME
IMPROVEMENT
We asked a few designers, architects and
builders about how they recently met an
everyday challenge with a smart solution

DAVENPORT
CONTRACTING

PHOTOGRAPHY: AUSTIN PATTERSON DISSTON: JEFF MCNAMARA; DEANE, INC.: JANE BEILES; VANDERHORN: JAMES MERRELL; FINLAY: KIM SARGENT

AUSTIN PATTERSON
DISSTON ARCHITECTS
apdarchitects.com

The full-service architectural and
planning ﬁrm is overseen by
partner Disston.

“This new contemporary house
is directly on the beach with
expansive views of Long Island
Sound. It’s also distantly visible
from a well-beloved Westport
path around Compo Point. To
ensure privacy, we installed
electronic frosted privacy
windows. They can be turned
on or off for night or day use.”

davenportcontracting.com
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MacDonald is the general manager
of the ﬁrm, which builds and
renovates custom homes.

DOUGLAS VANDERHORN

“We installed motorized screens
for an outdoor covered patio.
A major consideration for
the clients was the ease of
operation when having the
screens descend and retract.
Recent advances in technology
have made these a viable solution
for extending the use of an
outdoor space.”

vanderhornarchitects.com

The full-service architectural ﬁrm,
led by VanderHorn, specializes in
residential design.

“Roll shades are built into the
architecture for room darkening,
for viewing the TV during the
daylight and for privacy. At the
press of a button, the room’s TV
ascends from the shelf of the
window paneling within which
it’s otherwise concealed.”
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SCOTT HOBBS
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CALLA STUDIO

PETER DEANE

callastudio.com

Led by founder and creative director
McNamara, the ﬁrm collaborates on
design, build and renovation projects.

“Our client was striving for a
minimalist look throughout
her home but didn’t want to
sacrifice function. We integrated
a concealed desk into the kitchen
cabinetry. Pocket doors allow the
desk to be disguised when not
in use.”

“These futuristic-looking
pneumatic vacuum elevators are
perfectly suited to any modern
space. Totally self-contained,
they’re an easy add-on, even as
an afterthought.”

DOUGLAS VANDERHORN
ARCHITECTS

117

CALLA MCNAMARA

TALLMAN SEGERSON
Segerson is a partner for this
custom-build company.

WILL MACDONALD

STUART DISSTON

JOHN SEGERSON

tallmansegerson.com
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HOBBS, INCORPORATED
hobbsinc.com

Along with brother Ian,
Hobbs is co-owner and project
executive of this custom-build ﬁrm.

DEANE, INC.
deaneinc.com

“We’ve installed the K.N.
Crowder Catch ’N’ Close pocket
door hardware. It ensures that
a pair of pocket doors open and
close at the same time, don’t
bang or end with a slam, and
secures the doors in the open
or closed position. It improves
safety and excess noise and
reduces wear and tear.”

Deane is the principal of the full-service
custom cabinetry and design ﬁrm.

“The sliding backsplash
is a creative way to access
cooking essentials and watch
TV when you’re ‘chef-ing’
it up. When the kitchen
is ‘closed,’ slide the stone
panel closed.”
JUL/AUG 2019
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MARK P. FINLAY
ARCHITECTS &
INTERIORS
markfinlay.com

Led by principal Finlay, this ﬁrm
offers master planning, architectural
expertise and interior design.

“When we design master
baths that have spectacular
views, we capitalize on them
from as many vantage points as
possible. Routing all pipes and
plumbing above and below the
shower provides a completely
unencumbered view. Using glass
enclosures means there are fewer
walls for the plumbing to be set
into. In this penthouse master
bath, there are no walls—
it’s a floating shower room
enclosed in glass.”
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IN LIVING COLOR

Whether you’re searching for a new go-to hue or your next go-bold pick, we’ve got you covered
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KIMBERLY
HANDLER

MEGHAN
DE MARIA

KATHY
HODGE

TINA
ANASTASIA

JILL
KALMAN

KIMBERLY
HANDLER
DESIGNS

MOSS
DESIGN

SAGE DESIGN

MARK P. FINLAY
INTERIORS

JILL KALMAN
INTERIORS

kimberlyhandlerdesigns.com

mdmossdesign.com

Kimberly Handler

sagedesign.com

markfinlayinteriors.com

jillkalmaninteriors.com

Meghan De Maria

WILD CARD

I recently used
Benjamin Moore’s
Sweet Vibrations as a
vibrant pop in a neutral
gray space. We put it on
the back of bookcases,
used the same color
for a custom oomph
backgammon table and
tied it together with a
coordinating fabric for a
chair and throw pillows.

WILD CARD

Farrow & Ball
Charlotte’s Locks,
a playful, bold orange,
brings great energy
to any space. It’s
the perfect pop in a
playroom or a kid’s
bedroom. It also works
well in a mudroom,
offering an unexpected
moment.

WILD CARD

WILD CARD

My wild choice has to be
Farrow & Ball’s Pitch
Blue. It never strays into
the navy category—it
needs to be more of a
star than that! It gives
you the freedom to pair
it with other bold colors
like apple green or a
graphic-patterned rug.

Kathy Hodge

Tina Anastasia

Sunny Afternoon
by Benjamin Moore
makes for a fun and
contemporary look
when paired with grays
or blues. Do the inside of
a cased opening for an
interesting prelude into a
room, or go for an accent
wall for a bold look.

WILD CARD

One of my favorite bold
shades is Farrow &
Ball’s St Giles Blue.
It’s great for a kitchen
island, mudroom, front
door, built-ins, a stripe in
a kid’s space and more.
A strong color in a highgloss can amp it up even
more when accenting a
ceiling or an ofﬁce.

Jill Kalman

GO-TO HUE

GO-TO HUE

GO-TO HUE

GO-TO HUE

GO-TO HUE

Benjamin Moore’s
Balboa Mist is an
amazing color for a hall,
kitchen, living room, you
name it. In the days of
gray, it’s a neutral color
with a bit of warmth
and a touch of gray
undertones.

Hague Blue by Farrow
& Ball transforms any
room into a timeless
space. With rich greenblue undertones, it’s
striking as a backdrop to
a modern living room but
works equally well in a
transitional space.

Donald Kaufman
Color’s 16 is a gray
taupe or taupe-y gray,
depending on your mood
and time of day. I’ve used
it in calming rooms like
bedrooms, but also as a
clean backdrop to bright
colors in a family room.

While there are so
many whites to choose
from, my go-to for a
background base is
Benjamin Moore’s
Super White. It’s the
best bright white I’ve
found that can stand up
to any color palette.

Benjamin Moore’s
Intense White is a
popular pick for me
when creating a neutral
backdrop for any space.
It’s light and airy, and it
can be combined with
so many other color
palettes.
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T

here’s nothing like a fresh coat of paint to completely transform a familiar, tired room into a brand-new space. We asked
fifteen designers to each choose two colors: one that knocks it out of the park, and one that nails it every time. If you’re
ready to embark on a home makeover, consider this your paint primer:

